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the dividend; the greater the annual loss per person infected, the 
greater the dividend; the greater the percentage of control, the 
greater the dividend; aand the less the first cost, the greater the 
dividend. The percentage of infection alone does not determine the 
wisdom of undertaking the work, nor does the per capita cost, but 
both must be considered together. 

Now, if we take two communities, A and B, equal in population, 
and assume interest charges the s-ame in both places, the annual 
maintenance a fixed percentage of the first cost in each place, the 
annual loss per person infected the samiie in each place, aid 100 per 
cen-t reduction in each place, but with only 10 per cent of the popula- 
tion infected in A and 85 per cent in B, and with a per capita cost of 
only $1.50 in A whereas it is $10 in B, then, substituting these values 
in equation 18, we have 

Dividend for A=- )0-(8 + 7) =18.3 per cent, and 

Dividend for B = 85X5 (8 + 7) = 27.5 per cent. 

Theso results are only illustrative, but they indicate that the 
dividends on the first cost in the case of B are greater than they are 
for A, although the per capita cost for B was very mnuch greater than 
that for A. 

Therefore, in order to arrive at an intelligent decision as to the 
profit of proposed malaria work in a community, the first requirement 
is that a malaria census be taken to determine the approximate 
annual loss suffered because of mnalaria. The next step should be 
the preparation of an estimate of first cost and that of annual main- 
tenance. From formnula (18) the annual average dividend could be 
approximated. 

The sum that a community could afford to pay on the above 
assumptions may be very materially greater than the sum it is 
willng to pay. 

AN INTENSIVE COURSE OF INSTRUCTION ON SYPHILIS. 

The Rochester IHealtlh Bureau is giving an intensive course of 
instruction in regard to syphilis, at the State General Hospital and 
Dispensary. This course will include- 

1. The history and municipal control of syphilis. 
2. Clinical lectures and demonstrations. 

The course of clinical lectures and demonstrations will include 
(a) Early diagnosis. 
(b) Taking of blood and demonstration of the technique for 

Wassermaun examination. 
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(c) Preparation of solutions of arsphenamine and technique 
of its administration. 

(d) Methods of administering mercury. 
(e) Spinal punctures and the cytology and chemistry of spinal 

fluid. 
The lecturers and demonstrators are able and experienced men. 

The course is free and will be given twice. Tile first course will be 
given June 14-19, 1920, and the second course June 24-26. The 
number of physicians taking the work is limited to fifteen in each 
course. 

Applications must be sent to the Health Bureau, Chestnut and 
James Streets, Rochester, N. Y., and those applying for the first 
course must have their applications in by June 12. Those applying 
for the second course slhould have their applications in by June 19. 

GARBAGE-DISPOSAL ORDINANCE HELD VALID. 

An ordinance of the city of Joplin, which provides that the city 
may "contract with a suitable person, firm or corporation, for the 
exclusive right to dispose of the garbagre in the city," has been 
declared valid 1 by the Supreme Court of Missouri. 

Pursuant to the ordinance the plaintiff was, by contract, given the 
exclusive right to collect and dispose of garbage. The defendants 
removed garl)aoge in violation of the ordinance, and the plaintiff 
sought to enjoin such removal. The, defendants contended that 
the ordinance was void because it autnorized the city to make an 
exclusive conitract for the removal anid disposal of garlbage, and also 
that the ordinance was destructive of property rights. 

The supreme, court, however, granted an injunction, holding the 
ordinance to be the fair exercise of the police power lodged in the 
city. The court disposed of the contentions of the defendants by 
hol(dinig that in such a caso the city is exercising its police power in 
the interest of the public health and is not establishing a monopoly, 
and that the value of the owner's rights in garbage "is so inconse- 
quential that they are absorbed and lost in the greater rights of the 
State to protect such owner and the public at large from the dire 
effects of improper methods in the handling and disposition of the 
same. " 

1 Valley Spring Ho, Ranch Co. v. Plagmann et al., 220 S. W., 1. 
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